The University of Sunderland

In Association with NEICN

Sixth Annual Irish Studies Conference

14-16 November 2008

Reimagining Ireland

University of Sunderland’s Sir Tom Cowie Campus at Saint Peter’s 

Keynote speakers include:

Willy Maley – University of Glasgow

Joe McBrinn – University of Ulster

Werner Huber – University of Vienna

Alison O’Malley-Younger – University of Sunderland

This event, which combines an academic conference with a celebration of Irish culture, will include a book launch, and also poetry readings performances by local musicians, and conference banquet.

Cead Mile Failte.

With thanks to the Department of Foreign Affairs, Dail Eireann, Sunderland City Council the Irish Embassy for their generous support

Friday 14th November 2008

Book Stall available throughout in the foyer of the Media Centre.

11.30 -     Registration & Refreshments - Foyer – Media Centre, 

St Peter’s Campus – Lunch available for purchase in Prospect Building or the National Glass Centre

14.00–      Welcome from Professor Flavia Swann – Emeritus Professor (University of Sunderland)

15.00 – 17.00 - 4 Parallel Sessions 

1.A  - IRISH HISTORY

Chair –  Angela Smith – (University of Sunderland)

Venue - Room 219 – Media Centre

Rebecca Williams Dinsdale, (University of Sunderland) ‘In meetings of their own making – Orange, Green and In between: the Story of the Irish in the north-east 1881 – 1914’

Peter Gray, (Queen’s University Belfast) ‘Imagining an Irish Poor Law: John Revans and Thaddeus O’Malley’ 
  

Olwen Purdue, (Queen’s University Belfast)  ‘The workhouse in nineteenth-century Ireland – perception and reality’

1.B – REIMAGINING IRELAND

Chair – Fritz Wefelmeyer – (University of Sunderland)

Venue - Room 214 – Media Centre

Elizabeth Boyle, (University of Cambridge) ‘Re-imagining medieval Irish material culture: Margaret Stokes and the beginnings of Celtic Revival art’

Melissa Felan, (University of Chester) ‘”Every Irishman is an Arab”: James Clarence Mangan’s Eastern “Translations”’

Sondeep Kandola – University of Leeds - Union and 'the Ascendancy Outlook': Gothic Re-imaginings of Ireland in Oscar Wilde's The Picture of Dorian Gray

1.C – ADVERTISING IN NINETEENTH CENTURY IRELAND

Chair – Alison O’Malley-Younger, (University of Sunderland)

Venue – Venue – Room 215 – Sir James Knott Room – Media Centre.

John Strachan, (University of Sunderland) – Consumer Culture and Advertising in Literature: 1848 to 1921

Lauren Clark, (University of Sunderland) - Who knew the Irish figurative family better? Re-imagining, dispossessing, exhausting and refreshing the Irish child-colony (advertising) analogies in writings from the 1840s onwards

Matthew Hayward (University of Durham) - "Worth a Short Par": James Joyce and Irish Advertising". 

Claire Nally – (University of Sunderland) – Boycotts, Buying Irish and Belligerent Consumers: Early Twentieth-Century Advertising

1.D – REIMAGINING IRISH MASCULINITIES

Chair – Brigittine French

Venue - 233

Paddy Lyons, (University of Glasgow) ‘Gay writing and Ireland - past and present.’

Inara Peneze, (University of Latvia) ‘Fact and Fiction in Joseph O’Connor’s Novel Star of the Sea’.

Virginie Privas, - ‘Defining a Northern Irish identity in A Night in November by Marie Jones’

17.00-17.30
Refreshments in the foyer of the media centre, St. Peter’s

Campus

17.30 – KEYNOTE –  Alison O’Malley-Younger, (University of Sunderland)  ‘“A Most Notorious Woman” Reimagining Granuaile.’

Chair – Willy Maley, (University of Glasgow)

Venue – Cinema – Media Centre

Evening Event – hosted by Professor Flavia Swann and the Irish Embassy

Venue – The Bonded Warehouse, Scotia Quay, Sunderland

19.15 – Drinks reception

19.45 – Book launch of No Country for Old Men edited by Paddy Lyons and Alison O’Malley-Younger, introduced by Professor Ian Neal (University of Sunderland).

20.00 – Buffet supper

20.45 - Book launch of The Given Note: Traditional Music and Modern Irish Poetry by Sean Crosson.

21. 00 – Local music and Irish exhibition dancing

Saturday 15th November, 2008

9.45 – 10.10 – Refreshments – Foyer, Media Centre, St. Peter’s Campus

10.10 – 10.20 -  Official Opening: Professor Gary Holmes, Dean of Education and Society, University of Sunderland

10.20 – 10.30 - Welcome from Dr Alison O’Malley-Younger and Professor John Strachan

Venue -  The Cinema – Media Centre

10.30 – 11.30 –LEVERHULME  KEYNOTE: Joseph McBrinn, (The University of Ulster) ‘Word, Image, Object: Advertising Ireland and the Commodification of Visual and Material Culture, 1848-1921’

Venue – The Cinema, Media Centre

Chair – John Strachan (University of Sunderland)

12.00 – 13.00  - Lunch – Prospect Building

13.00 – 15.00 - 4 Parallel Sessions – 

2.A -  REIMAGINING IRISHNESS

Chair –  Nick Serra – Upper Iowa University

Venue – Room 215 – Sir James Knott Room – Media Centre

Emily Ravenscroft, (University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill) ‘Effects of Identity: Material Narratives of Republicanism in West Belfast’

John Dillon, (Harvard University) ‘Digging up the Past:  The Artistic Influences of “Buile Shuibhne” and “Cúirt an Mheán Oíche” on Seamus Heaney’s Poetry’

Anelise Shrout, (New York University) ‘The Paterimperial Imagination and the Anglo-Irish Act of Union’

Kate Boulay, (Dublin Institute of Technology) ‘Help Save the Black Babies: Aid Catalogues, Africa and Contemporary Ireland’

2.B -  IRELAND ON PAGE AND SCREEN

Chair  –  Tom Herron (Leeds Metropolitan University)

Venue – Room 219 – The Barbour Room – Media Centre

Mark Schreiber, (University of Siegen) ‘“No Blacks, No Dogs, No Bulgarians!” Immigration and Racism in Contemporary Irish Film’

Sean Crosson, (NUI Galway) – tbc

Patrick Maume, (Queen’s University Belfast)

Carol Zucker, in absentia (Concordia University, Canada) ‘Neil Jordan and the Postmodern Fairytale’

2.C -  THEATRE IRELAND 

Chair –  Claire Nally  (University of Sunderland)

Venue – Room 233 – Sir James Knott Room – Media Centre

Shona Hill, (Queen’s University Belfast ) ‘Women in Arms: A feminist re-imagining of The Tain’

Caoillean Thompson, (Queen’s University Belfast) ‘The Doubled Body: Interrogating identity in Thomas Kilroy’s Double Cross’

Trish McTighe, (Queen’s University Belfast) ‘Her Lips Dancing: The “pornographic” mouth of Samuel Beckett’s televised Not I’

Rina Kim, (University of Warwick)‘“Haven’t we had enough Deirdreeing”?: Re-imagining Ireland as Woman in Beckett’s Early Fiction’

2.D-  IRELANDS OF THE MIND

Chair – Eamon Maher – (Tallacht Institute, Dublin)

Venue – Room 214 – The Lindisfarne Room – Media Centre

Lia Kinane, (Lancaster University) ‘”They’re all so modern now”: Imagining the “Countrywoman” in the Irish Countrywoman Association (I.C.A.)’

Mary Kate Coghlan, (Queen’s University Belfast) ‘'Belfast's Traditional Music Schools: Changing Their Tune

Mª Leticia del Toro García, (University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria) ‘Born Foster Irish: Susan Howe and The American Vision’

Stephanie Lehner, (University of Edinburgh) ‘The Feminine Redemption of Masculinity? Gender Trouble in the postcolonial ImagiNation of Patrick McCabe’s Breakfast on Pluto and Alasdair Gray’s 1982 Janine.’

15.00 – 15.30 – Refreshments – Foyer – Media Centre, St. Peter’s Campus

15.30 – 16.30 – KEYNOTE – Willy Maley, (University of Glasgow) ‘ENGELS AND THE HISTORY OF IRELAND or, The Necessity for De-Engelsising Ireland’

Chair – Alison O’Malley-Younger – University of Sunderland

Venue – The Cinema, Media Centre

16.30 – 18.30 – Session II -  4 Parallel Sessions – 

3.A – LITERARY RE-IMAGININGS

Chair – John Strachan (University of Sunderland)

Venue – Room 233 – The Barbour Room – Media Centre

Ulf Dantanus, (University of Sussex) ‘Seafarer’s Progress: Conor McPherson and Allegory’

Eamon Maher, (Tallacht Institute, Dublin) ‘Reimaginging the Belfast of his Youth: Brian Moore’

Sylvia Mikowski, (Université de Reims-Champagne-Ardenne) ‘Re-Imagining the Past in Some Recent Irish Fiction’

Dan Ross, (Columbus State University, US) – tbc

3.B -  CONTEMPORARY IRISH WRITING

Chair –  Pat Waugh, (University of Durham)

Venue – Room 214 – The Lindisfarne Room – Media Centre

Deidre O’Byrne, (Loughborough University)

Damien Shortt, (Edge Hill University)

Bryan Radley, (University of York) ‘“A Little Apocryphal Gospel”: Narrative Authority and Contested History in Sebastian Barry's The Secret Scripture’

Martine Monacelli Faraut, (Université de Nice-Sophia Antipolis) ‘England ‘s re-imagining of Ireland in the Nineteenth Century’

3.C REIMAGINING YEATS

Chair – Peter Dempsey, (University of Sunderland)

Venue 215

Nick Serra, (Upper Iowa University) I’n Bed with the Beast: Hierogamy in the Yeatsian Corpus’

Rory Ryan, (University of Johannesburg) The Is and the Ought, the Knower and the Known: An Analysis of the Four Faculties in Yeats’s System

Graham Dampier, (University of Johannesburg) ‘The Principles and the Six Discarnate States of the Soul: An Elucidation of the Process of Death in the System of W. B. Yeats's A Vision.’

3.D– IRISH POETRY

Chair –  Paddy Lyons, (University of Glasgow)

Venue – 219

John McDonagh, (Mary Immaculate College, Limerick) – tbc

Tom Herron, (Leeds Metropolitan University) - Now the war is over: the Irish rebel song in post-conflict times

Matt McGuire, (University of Glasgow)

Britta Olinder, (University of Gothenberg) ‘Ireland as Experienced and Re-imagined in John Hewitt's Work’ 

Banquet and poetry reading

19.45 - – Poetry Reading - Dr Robert Strachan: '"The Mither Tongue": A Poetry Reading in Scots and Doric'

20.30 – Conference banquet

Sunday 16th November, 2008

10.00 – 11.00  - KEYNOTE LECTURE – Werner Huber – University of Vienna

Venue – The Cinema, Media Centre

Chair:  Paddy Lyons – University of Glasgow

11.00 – 11.30 – Refreshments, Foyer, Media Centre

11.30 – 13.30 – 3 Parallel Sessions

4.A – REIMAGINING THE PAST

Chair -  TBC

Venue – 214

Robert Portsmouth, (NUI Galway) ‘A Neglected Tradition of Irish Political Thought: John Wilson Croker and the Invention of the Conservative Party: 1805-1835.’

Brigittine M French, (Grinnell College, USA) ‘Re-Imagining The Arensberg/Kimball Research in Co. Clare: Functionalist Anthropology and Representations of Irish Culture’

John Poulter, (Leeds Trinity University) ‘Reimagining the Nation’

Jeremy Kearney – (University of Sunderland) - Imagining an Irish Folk Club: Culture, class and community in a middle class Dublin suburb in the late 1960s.

4.B -  REIMAGINING IRELANDS

Chair -  Claire Nally, (University of Sunderland)

Venue - 233

Barry Lewis, (University of Sunderland) ‘Nebeneinander, Anthills and Virtual Worlds: Further Reflections on Joyce’s Dublin as Memory Theatre in Ulysses”.

Lisa Held (SUNY, Stony Brook) ‘ Gilroy, Longley and Adams: Post Colonial Melancholy and the North of Ireland’

Kenneth Shonk, (Marquette University) ‘Bright Days are Coming—In Irish Gray!  Fianna Fáil and the Re-imagination of Irish Women in the Irish Press, 1933-1937’

Eoin Clark, (Queen’s University Belfast) ‘Irish Republican Women in the Modern Irish Troubles’

4.C – REIMAGINING IRISHNESS

Chair - TBC

Venue - 215

Sharon Phelan, (ITT, Tralee) ‘Re-Imagining the Irish Dance Tradition’

Jennifer Orr, (University of Glasgow) “One who reveres Old Scotia’s plains and all her lads and lasses too” – Samuel Thomson and his Caledonian Muse

Anne Michal Moscow, (Metropolitan State University, US) ‘Cross-cultural Clashes and Conversational Craic in Irish Detective Fiction’

Sean O’Nuallain, (Stanford University) ‘Alterity and neocoloniality; how the Irish colonised themselves’

1.30 – 2.30 – KEYNOTE  ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION

Chair – Alison O’Malley-Younger

Reimagining Ireland – Is Theory with O’Leary in his grave?

Willy Maley

Paddy Lyons

John McDonagh

Jane Moore

END OF CONFERENCE

 16.00 - TRIP TO SITES OF HISTORIC INTEREST

Thanks to Sunderland City Council and Sunderland Tourism.
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